
Office of Admission
84 Alford Road
Great Barrington, MA 01230

Recommendation

Applicant Name 
Last First Middle

Permanent Home Address
Number and Street Apt. No.

City/Town State/Province Country Zip or Postal Code

To the Applicant: 
Under the provision of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, you have the right, if you enroll at
Simon’s Rock, to review your educational records.  The Act further provides that you may waive your right to see
recommendations for admission.  Please indicate by checking the appropriate box and signing your name whether
or not you wish to waive this right.

I    ■■ waive    ■■ do not waive   my right to view this recommendation.

Applicant’s signature Date

Applicant, do not write below this line.

To the Recommender: 
Simon’s Rock is a selective, private, nondenominational, coeducational college of the liberal arts and sciences 
specifically designed to offer bright, highly motivated students with the opportunity to begin college after the tenth 
or eleventh grade. We appreciate your frank and detailed account of the candidate.  Please complete both sides of
this form and return it to the college address above.

Name of Recommender Title 

Secondary School Name

School Address 
Number and Street

City/Town State/Province Country Zip or Postal Code

Phone Fax                E-mail 

How long and in what capacity have you known the applicant? 

List courses in which you have taught the applicant, noting for each the applicant’s year in school, the level of
course difficulty (AP, IB, honors, 100-level, 200-level, etc.), and the grade earned by the applicant.

APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION
Phone: 800-235-7186     Fax: 413-541-0081

E-mail: admit@simons-rock.edu

Applying for:   ■■ Fall    ■■ Spring    20______

Applying for:   ■■ AEP   ■■ Regular Decision  



Based on _______ (number of) students you have known of the same age over the past _______ years, please rate
where the applicant’s abilities place him or her.  

Candidate places in upper: 1% 5% 10% 25% 50% Below Top 50%
Academic Ability ■■ ■■ ■■ ■■ ■■ ■■

Work Habits ■■ ■■ ■■ ■■ ■■ ■■

Personal Characteristics ■■ ■■ ■■ ■■ ■■ ■■

List three adjectives that first come to mind when you think of the applicant:

1) 2) 3) 

If you prefer, you may answer these questions in a personal letter on official letterhead and attach it to this form.  

1. Please assess the candidate’s intellectual abilities, as well as his or her actual performance.

2. Please assess the candidate’s social maturity and peer relations.

3. Please assess the candidate’s readiness to engage in the kind of independent work and living required in college.
Are there any academic, social, and/or personal habits you’ve observed that need further development in order
for the candidate to succeed in a college environment?

4. Please comment on any background information or special circumstances that you think may be relevant to our
assessment of the candidate.  

I recommend this applicant for admission to Simon’s Rock:
■■ enthusiastically          ■■ without reservation          ■■ with slight reservations          ■■ with strong reservations

Signature of Recommender Date
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1. CRITICAL ANALYSIS (ALL APPLICANTS) 
Please choose either the Aristotle essay or the tile question (see following page).

a.  ARISTOTLE 
In the following two passages, Aristotle presents contrasting conceptions of a good life. In the first, he discusses
the necessity of friendship for happiness. In the second, he stresses the paramount importance of a life of contem-
plation. Explain your understanding of what constitutes a good and meaningful life in the context of these con-
ceptions. Does Aristotle overlook aspects of friendship or the contemplative life? Are there different reasons for
thinking that friends or the life of the mind are essential components of a happy life? Are there other, more valu-
able aspects of the good life? In preparation for your response, please read these two excerpts from Aristotle’s
work carefully and to rely on your own experience as well as your interpretive and analytical skills. Please do not
resort to outside research, but feel free to discuss any aspects of the text or subject matter that you think are important.  

It is also disputed whether the happy man will need friends or not. It is said that those who are
blessed and self-sufficient have no need for friends; for they have the things that are good, and
therefore being self-sufficient they need nothing further, while a friend, being another self, furnishes
what a man cannot provide by his own effort; whence the saying ‘when fortune is kind, what need
of friends?’ But it seems strange, when one assigns all good things to the happy man, not to assign
friends, who are thought the greatest of external goods. And if it is more characteristic of a friend to
do well by another than to be well done by, and to confer benefits is characteristic of the good man
and of excellence, and it is nobler to do well by friends than by strangers, the good man will need
people to do well by. This is why the question is asked whether we need friends more in prosperity
or in adversity, on the assumption that not only does a man in adversity need people to confer bene-
fits on him, but also those who are prospering need people to do well by. Surely it is strange, too, to
make the blessed man a solitary; for no one would choose to possess all good things on condition of
being alone, since man is a political creature and one whose nature it is to live with others.
Therefore even the happy man lives with others; for he has the things that are by nature good. And
plainly it is better to spend his days with friends and good men than with strangers or any chance per-
sons. Therefore the happy man needs friends. —Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Book IX, Chapter 9

[The contemplative life] would be too high for man; for it is not in so far as he is man that he will live
so, but in so far as something divine is present in him. … If intellect is divine … the life according to
it is divine in comparison with human life. But we must not follow those who advise us, being men,
to think of human things, and, being mortal, of mortal things, but must, so far as we can, make our-
selves immortal, and strain every nerve to live in accordance with the best thing in us; for even if it
be small in bulk, much more does it in power and worth surpass everything. This would seem actu-
ally to be each man, since it is the authoritative and better part of him. It would be strange, then, if
he were to choose not the life of himself but that of something else. And what we said before will
apply now; that which is proper to each thing is by nature best and most pleasant for each thing; there-
fore, the life according to intellect is best and pleasantest, since intellect more than anything else is
man. This life therefore is also the happiest. —Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Book X, Chapter 7

WRITING SAMPLES
The writing samples are designed to give us a sense of your writing voice and command of language, as well as a sense
of what and how you think.  Each of the writing samples is designed to allow you to present a different aspect of your
character, interests, and abilities.  Each essay should be two to four pages in length, typewritten, double spaced, and
carefully proofread.  Two essays are required of regular applicants and three of AEP applicants.    



WRITING SAMPLES (CONTINUED)

b. A QUESTION ABOUT TILES 
A young student has twenty-four 6” x 6” beautifully decorated, ceramic squares, which were given to her by her
grandfather who made them when he himself was a young student. The young woman wishes to arrange the
tiles on her floor in such a way as to cover as large a circular area as possible. How should she arrange the tiles
to accomplish this? (Note that the tiles will not form a circle themselves, but must completely cover the circular
area.) Write a two to four page essay explaining in detail the reasoning by which you arrived at your proposed
arrangement and why it is a good one. You may include a description of some of your “first guesses,” as well as
diagrams showing your arrangements and the equations used to justify your claims. (Diagrams and equations
may be hand drawn.) We are interested in your reasoning and your ability to communicate that reasoning rather
than a “correct” answer.

2. WHY HERE, WHY NOW? (ALL APPLICANTS)
Leaving high school after the tenth or eleventh grade to begin college is an unusual choice. What goals, 
ambitions, and motivations have led you to apply for admission to Bard College at Simon’s Rock? Are there 
particular experiences, either academic or personal, that have contributed to your desire to begin college early?
How does the particular kind of education and community that Simon’s Rock offers offer a fit with your own
desires for intellectual and personal growth? How will your presence affect the academic and social environ-
ments at Simon’s Rock?

3. OPTIONAL (ALL APPLICANTS)
We are aware that no application, however thoughtfully designed, can yield a truly comprehensive portrait of 
an applicant. We invite you to submit a piece of your own work (or description of a project) that has particularly
intrigued and excited you. The work may take any form you deem appropriate. Examples include but are not 
limited to a problem solution, a poem or short story, a graded test, a research paper, a science project, or a copy
of a drawing, painting, or photograph.



WRITING SAMPLES (CONTINUED)

4. ISSUE LETTER (AEP APPLICANTS ONLY)
Write a letter about a significant issue that interests you and that you believe deserves greater public attention.
This may be an issue you have addressed through your community involvement. Send your letter to an appropri-
ate publication, organization, or person (this copy should be single-spaced and hence one to two pages) and
include a double-spaced copy with your application. Your letter should not only clearly and persuasively present
your views but also honor the complexity of the issue. Below is a list of addresses you might consult when think-
ing about your audience. Your local newspaper or political officials may be excellent audiences as well.

Secretary General
United Nations
1 UN Plaza
New York, NY 10017

Letters to the Editor
The New York Times
229 West 43rd Street
New York, NY 10036-3959
letters@nytimes.com

The Washington Post
1150 15th Street NW
Washington, DC 20071
letters@washpost.com

TIME Magazine Letters
Time and Life Building
Rockefeller Center 
New York, NY10020
letters@time.com

Letters Editor, Newsweek
251 West 57th Street
New York, NY 10019-1894
letters@newsweek.com

USA Today
7950 Jones Branch
McLean, VA 22108
letters@usatoday.com

The Wall Street Journal
Editorial Page, 9th Floor
200 Liberty Street
New York, NY 10281
wsj.ltrs@wsj.com

National Public Radio
635 Massachusetts Ave, N.W.
Washington, DC 20001
202-513-3232

Viewer Relations
Cable News Network
1 CNN Center
P.O. Box 105366
Atlanta, GA 30348-1503
public.information@cnn.com

President of the United States
The White House
1600 Pennslvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

To contact your U.S. senators and 
representatives or your state governor
and legislators, go to 
ww.usa.gov/contact/elected.shtml




